


To the entire Kennedy Catholic Family,

It is wich great pride and joy that I end my fourth year as president of this great school. Though proud
of all of our students, I have a special connection with the Class of 2007. We came here together in the fall of
2003, and now they are joining the ranks of our distinguished St. Mary’s and Kennedy Catholic alumni. I
am confident they will continue to make us proud as they enter some of the finest colleges and universities in
the nation. May they always carry with them the courage and compassion of Jesus Christ as taught by their
alma mater.

Over the next few months we will continue to build a strong future for Kennedy Catholic. A new secu-
rity system is being installed, and chree new flags now fly proudly at our entranceway thanks to a generous
gift from the Class of 2007. At the base of the new United States, New York Statc and Papal poles are the

names of our newest alumni and a light to shine upon them so they will be visible each day of the year.

Construction on rhe Science labs will be finished and ready for a ribbon-cutting ceremony in September. State-of-the-art equip-
ment such as SMART Boards are among the many enhancements being made so our students can become the leaders of tomorrow.
Such significant renovation has heen made possible by Mrs. Jean Moczarski, mother of Jill '07, who served as a liaison with the srate
in applying for a grant from the Empire State Development Co.

Certainly we will miss our graduares, but we are also looking forward to another large contingent of incoming freshmen. The
Class of 2011 will have more than 180 students and therefore, we must create new locker spaces this summer to accommodate our
increased enrollment. With 700 students expected this coming September, we have also committed ourselves o having the best-pre-
pared faculty possible by placing a laptop computer in every teacher’s hands, expanding their abilicy as educarors and keeping our
school on the cutting edge of academia.

Needless to say, all of these advancemenss are directly related to the ousstanding efforts of our Advancement Office. We have solid
and hardworking men in Vice President for Advancement Anthony Casella and new Director of Alumni and Public Relations Alex
Malecki, and we anticipate adding another member to the ream by September. We have also engaged the services of Graham-Pelton
Consulting and look forward to continuing our relationship with President Craig Leach, Vice President William McLean and their
team. They have been 2 valuable asser in helping us to identify you, our alumni, as well as making important connections for the
building and screngthening of the school, paving the way for 2 positive and strong future.

Among the presidential privileges is getting to meet our alumni. Recently, two members of the Class of 1994, Brendan Beyrer
and Mike Duffy, came to see me, inviting me 1o a yearly softball game in Yorktown played in memory of one of their classmaies, Doug
Marks, to help raise money for a scholarship awarded each year at graduation. I also had the pleasure of meeting Doug’s family and
other alumni. Doug’s mother and grandparents made me feel particularly welcome at this wonderful gathering of Kennedy Catholic
alumni, and 1 look forward to next year’s game, which T hope can be played on our newly renovated softball diamond.

I also had a great evening at our annual President’s Dinner, meeting many alumni as we honored John Gould "62 with the first
annual Divine Compassion Medal and inducted Brian *76, Kevin 75, Tom 72 and Donald McGrath *67 into the Hall of Fame.
Certainly one of the highlights of the evening was that the marriarch of the family, Mts. Anne McGrath, was able to celebrate with
her sons. Not only did Mrs, McGrath send her children to be educated by the Sisters, but over the years, she has been extremely active
and involved in countless school activides.

I hope that you will get the chance to stop by soon and witness for yourself the wonderful things going on at your school. Thank

you for your prayers and continued support of Kennedy Catholic. May God bless you with every good gift, now and always.

Sincerely In Churist,
f.-_——
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Fr. Stephen I> Norton

President












Roberta Galassi was a fixture ar St
Augustine School in Ossining for more
than 22 years. Beloved by many, the long-
time school secretary died in Ocrober
2003, having rouched a number of young
lives over the past two decades. One
voung life, thar belonging to Victotia
Lakis, decided o touch back.

No siranger w0 community service,
Lakis has been a (Girl Scour since she was in
kindergarten. In going for her Gold Award,
Gitl Scourting’s highest honor, Lakis want-
ed 1o pay special wibute to semeone abour
whom she said, “we were just close.”

After more than 70 hours of organiz-
ing volunteers, gettng estimates, select-
ing plants and choosing a location, Lakis
and Troop 2035 of Qssining created the
Roberta Galassi Memorial Garden on the
grounds of the parish school. Replete
with colorful flowers and a bench, the
garden is a great way for St. Augustine
students past and present to remember
their favorite school secretary.

Kennedy Catholic High School has
many great rraditions, and the Arhletics
Department is planning to start another
one this fall.
decades,
Kennedy Catholic students have excelled
in a number of areas: athlerics, drama and

Over the past several

art, as well as academics. All are part of the
Kennedy Catholic experience. This year
we are proud to announce the srart of a
new tradition—rhe Athleric Hall of Fame.

way o
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Award goal and facilitating the project, to

the raising and allocation of funds, Lakis

said she feels that much more prepared
for college and beyond.

“It’s exciting,” she remarked. 1 did-

't realize how much of a big deal it was

until T gor it.”

Lakis “got” her Gold Award this past
Christmas season; a nice gift in teturn for
the one she gave St. Augustine’s and che
memoty of Galassi. In doing so, she joins
the proud 2 percent of all Gir] Scouts
who go on to earn their Gold Awards.

Lakis graduated with the Class of
2007 3. She will
Quinnipiac University in the fall, where she

on June arcend

will join her favorite school secretary in sol-
idarity by studying elementary education.
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Catholic's own Victoria Lakis. Phoio courtesy of the Lakis Family

Athletics play a huge role at Kennedy
Catholic. Our kids spend countless hours
perfecting their ceaft, suiving o be the
best studenc-athletes possible. Owver the
years, Kennedy Catholic has seen thou-
sands of athletes grace its halls. Some
were and continue to be willing to go the
extra mile to achieve the very best, [t is
these athletes we are going to honor.

The KCHS Athletic Hall of Fame
rakes the best of the best. Many athletes

have walked through our doors and
dreamed of being greac. Only a few were
willing to make the sacrifices ir rakes.
Their greatness has been remembered,
and now it will be honored.

The KCHS Athletic Hall of Fame
banquet will take place in late Septeniber,
For more information, please conrtact
Athletic Director Tom Povall at (914)
232-5061  Ext. 117  or
rpovall@kennedycatholic.org.

e-mail





















“Ac first, the
more 1 thought
about it, the less T
liked rhe idea,”
recalls  Deacon
Marl Shlereli
abour the notion
of being ordained
a deacon.
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Shkreli. Photo by Alex Malecki Following

the birth of his
tirst son, Mr. Shkreli was approached by his pasror, Bishop Rock
Mirdita of Qur Lady of Shkodra in the Bronx, about becoming
a deacon. But with a newborn and the responsibilities of a fami-
ly, Mr. Shkreli's home life was just too crazy for him to become
that involved in pacish life.

“I just wanted w0 make money and realize the so-called
American drearn,” he said.

Two years later, Bishop Mirdita had Mtr. Shkreli over for din-
ner. This dme ir was different, and instead of dessert, the bishop
served him an application for the deaconate.

“I filled it out withour a hint of hesitarion,” Mr. Shkreli said.

Ordzined Nov. 3, 1990, today Shkteli is the only Albanian

Alumni

deacon in the world. He met with Pope John Paul 11, and in
1993, spent two weeks “restoring the Church” in his homeland.
Above all else, he has learned to balance his family with his
ministry. Not coincidentally, he said, the two are deeply inzer-
twined.

Speaking to the KCHS student body during First Friday
Mass on Feb. 2, Shkreli explained the responsibilities of the dea-
conate life and how he must first live the example set by Jesus
before he can ask his parishioners to follow it. All that, he said,
starts in the home, where he must strive to be a good husband
and father.

Admittedly, it's a balancing act, as there are still only 24
hours in the day and time spent at St. Lawrence O"Toole Church
where he currently setves is borrowed from his family, and visa
versa. Thus, he is grateful for his family and cheir understanding,
especially his wife Prena, to whom he has been matried for 28
“wonderful years.”

In the same way God calls each one of us, Shkreli knows this is
the life he was called to lead—husband, father and deacon.

Deacon Shkreli is the father of Kennedy Catholic alumnus Anthony
“Shony” Shkreli 02 and current freshman Stephen Shkreli °10. He
presently serves at St. Lawrence (FToole Church in Brewster,

We want to hear from you! Please fax (914-509-1401), email (alumni@kennedyatholicorg) or phone (914-232-5061
Ext.135) in news about you to share with your dassmates. Here is a list of notes that fellow alumni shared with us

via our Web site since our last newsletrer:

native is the namesake of the Commons at

a 1957 grad-
uate of dt. Mary’s and head of the U.S.

Kennedy Catholic.

Archdiocese for the Military Services, has
heen appointed by Pope Benedict XVI o

gives of her time ro church and communi-
ty. But one stop they make every month is

to visit their grandchildeen, Tucker, Isabeila
and Avery Elizabeth,

vent on
to become an operating Toom nurse after

the Congregation for Catholic Education.
The congregation is responsible for
Catholic seminaries; a charge O’Brien is
quite familiar with having served two tours
of duty since 1985 as the rector of St.
Joscph's Seminary in Yonkers, from which
he also holds two master’s degrees. He was
also rector of the Ponrifical North
American College, the U.5. seminacy in
Rome, and had been the favorite to suc-
ceed Cardinal John O’Connor as
Archbishop of New York. The Bronx

and finally made their seventh continent,
Antarcrica, in 2005 (“Do nor get between
elephant seals and the warer!”). When not
traversing the globe, the Krafts are busy
wirh volunteer acrivities—Fred is a Court
Appointed Special Advocate, while Barbara

graduation, which lead her o NYC and
later Barcelona, Spain, where she has lived
for the past 32 years. Sara works with her
husband in Upper Extremity Surgery, and
they have a daughter who works in adver-
tsing in Barcelona.












